AUGUST 


at the 


CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


AUGUST MEETING 


DATE: Wednesday evening, August 16 

TIME: 7:30 p.m. and again at approximately 
8:40 p.m. 

PLACE: May Treat Morrison Auditorium 


SPEAKER: Dr. Rolf L. Bolin 


SupJect; “THE TE VEGA PROGRAM: A 
Unique Experiment in Research and 
Training in Biological Oceanography”’. 


The Te Vega, a 135-foot, two-masted, steel-hulled 
vessel, has since 1962, been the scene of a program 
of training for graduate students in Biological Ocean- 
ography offered by the Hopkins Marine Station of 
Stanford University. The courses have been and con- 
tinue to be given at sea in the tropical Pacific and 
Indian Oceans. The vessel is sailed by a professional 
crew and specially equipped for research. A precision 
deep-sea fathometer, sonar, microscopes, diving gear, 
bottom samplers and corers, plankton nets, trawls 
and seines, Nansen bottles and deep-sea reversing 
thermometers, titration equipment, induction salino- 
meter, and other instruments and gear make possible 
a varied program of study. Heavy duty trawling and 
hydrographic winches each carry 25,000 feet of cable 
permitting investigations in deep water. 

Until his retirement this year, Professor Bolin was 
Chief Scientist for the TE VEGA expeditions. He is 
a marine biologist and ichthyologist of international 
stature, and has been associated with the Hopkins 
Marine Station for many years. He took part in the 
‘“Crocker-Stanford Deepsea Expedition Off Southern 
California’, the “N. B. Scofield Expedition to Mexico 
and Central America” and the “Danish Galathea Ex- 
pedition to the South Pacific.” His particular interests 
are the lantern fishes of the world and California 
sculpins. 

Dr. Bolin’s presentation will be illustrated with 
35mm color slides. “This experiment”, in Dr. Bolin’s 
words, * has been a marvelous experience”. Audi- 
ences will share this view enthusiastically. 


MORRISON PLANETARIUM 

“THE MYSTERY OF STONEHENGE?” continues 
to delight the summertime influx of visitors to the 
Theatre of the Stars. The strange pattern of stones 
in southern England is, according to recent informa- 
tion, possibly the earliest astronomical observatory— 
dating back some 4,000 years. This popular sky show 
is studded with awe-inspiring special effects. 

Performances daily at 12:30, 2:00 and 3:30 p.m. 
with evening shows, Wednesday through Sunday, at 
8:30. The Planetarium is closed Monday and Tues- 
day nights. Admission: Adults, $1.00. Children and 
Service Men, 50c. 


MORRISON AUDITORIUM 

“EXPEDITION!”, an Academy-produced color 
documentary photographed by staff scientists, is 
shown daily at 12:45, 2:15 and 3:45 p.m. Admission: 
Adults, $1.00. Children and Service Men, SOc. 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS 

From the Academy Collections, Main Foyer, Sci- 
ence Museum: “AFRICAN ARTIFACTS”, primi- 
tive musical instruments from the Dark Continent 
presented the Academy by Mr. Albert E. Schlesinger 
of San Francisco. Continues through September. 

“CAMOUFLAGE IN NATURE”, close-ups of 
some of nature’s most ingenious masqueraders photo- 
graphed by Dr. Edward S. Ross, Curator of Entomol- 
ogy. Lovell White Hall of Man and Nature. 


NEWS and NOTES /....<. 


Tue CONSENSUS Is that the 47th Annual 
Meeting of the American Society of Ichthyologists 
and Herpetologists held in San Francisco June 18-23 
(with the Academy as host) was one of the most 
gratifying meetings in the history of the Society. 
Some 385 scientists from as far away as Germany, 


Australia and Guatemala gathered at the Jack Tar 
Hotel for the presentation of papers and discussion 
on a wide variety of subjects, in fact 182 of them. 


In LATE JUNE, Field 
Associates Mr. and Mrs. Richard Clark forwarded 
by air the first installment of a fine collection of 
reptiles and amphibians which they had gathered in 
southern and central Turkey. In all, some 2,000 
specimens have been added and are housed in the 
Department of Herpetology through the Clark’s 
special efforts. 


Sve WEAVER, 
Membership Coordinator, is now presenting a pro- 
gram about the Academy to various civic clubs and 
organizations in San Francisco. Her program features 
the half-hour color sound film, “Museum”, which 
was produced and filmed at the Academy. Miss 
Weaver gives a short introduction to the film, ex- 
plains our membership program and answers inquiries 
from the audience regarding the many aspects of the 
Academy. 

Among the organizations who have seen this pres- 
entation are the Union Square Optimist Club, the 
Downtown Lions Club and the Western Women’s 
Club. Future bookings include the Downtown Busi- 
ness and Professional Women’s Club, the Soroptomist 
Club, the San Francisco Kiwanis and the Corona 
Club. 

Since the main objective of this program is to 
acquaint more people with the Academy’s activities 
and increase our membership, should any members 
having suggestions for Miss Weaver and possible ap- 
pearances, she may be reached by telephone at 
221-5100, extension 62. 


Summer SCIENCE in the 
Junior Academy is a walloping success. New mem- 
bers of the Junior Section number 128. This, coupled 
with the 126 youngsters previously on the rolls, is 
gratifying indeed and indicates a more than casual 
interest in the general course of “Natural History” 
being offered during the summer months. Seventy 
Senior Section members are pursuing their individual 
projects concurrently. 


By SPECIAL PURCHASE, 
the J. W. Mailliard, Jr., Library has been able to 
acquire a notable collection of herpetological books 
from Mrs. Elsie Kellers of Mill Valley, California. 
Noteworthy in the some 100 volumes are “Histoire 


Naturelle, Generale et Particuliere des Reptiles”, 
F. M. Daudin, eight volumes published in Paris, 
1802-05; “The Snakes of Australia’, Gerard Krefft, 
published in Sydney, 1869; “The Reptiles of British 
India”, Albert C. L. G. Gunther, London, 1864; and 
“Essai sur la Physionomie des Serpens”, H. Schlegel, 
La Haye, 1837. 

A separate book which is cause for library delight 
is George Albert Boulenger’s “The Fauna of British 
India; including Ceylon and Burma”, published in 
London in 1890. 


MISCELLANEA: Ray Brian, Academy Librarian, 
attended the 58th Special Libraries Association Con- 
vention held in New York City May 28 through June 
1... Dr. Harold Cogger, Curator of Herpetology 
at the Australian Museum in Sydney, spent three 
weeks of research in June at the CAS utilizing our 
excellent collection of Australian lizards. 


MEET THE STAFF 


JOSEPH A. GOMEZ, Janitor Sub-foreman, has the 
whole Academy as his bailiwick. He and the men he 
supervises are charged with the never-ending job of 
keeping the whole lash-up neat and tidy and with 
some three million visitors each year, as well as the 
offices, research departments and entire “backstage”, 
this is no mean task. 

Tony, as everyone calls him, was born in Guate- 
mala and brought, at the age of two, to San Fran- 
cisco. He attended boarding school in Ukiah, and 
later graduated from St. Ignatius High School and 
had one year of training at San Francisco Junior 
College. 


——$ 


His first employment was on the San Francisco 
waterfront during the depression years where he had 
one of the roughest, dirtiest jobs ever— as ship’s 
scaler. From this, he went into warehousing until 
World War II exploded which put Tony in the 
U.S. Army for a three and one-half year hitch. On 
his discharge as a Sergeant in 1945, he returned to 
warehousing. In 1949 he was employed as janitor 
with the City Service at the Civic Auditorium where 
he remained until coming to the CAS in January 
1964 in his present capacity. 

He married his wife Mercedes in 1942 and they 
have four sons, Mark, Del, Mike and Tony, Jr., who 
range in age from nine to 24. Tony, Jr. returned re- 
cently and safely from Viet Nam and a year’s duty 
in the infantry for which all the Gomez’ are grateful. 

Tony Senior has a host of interests. He collects 
stamps, coins, paints in oil, roots for the 49ers and 
the New York Yankees, takes piano lessons, photo- 
graphs, reads voraciously, and has found himself, in- 
advertently, becoming somewhat of a naturalist be- 
cause of his growing son’s interest. 

He has a word of advice: “Never, under any cir- 
cumstance, become a janitor. The job is frustrating 
in that it is never-ending”. With our hordes of visitors, 
he knows whereof he speaks. 


NEW MEMBERS OF THE ACADEMY 


Regular Membership 


Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Hughes 
Miss Verna R. Johnston 
LeGrand Union High School 
Mr. James L. Richardson 
Miss Leslie Rosengreen 
Mrs. Stanley M. Searles 
Mr. Donald G. Hanson Mr. John A. Stratford 
Mr. William W. Hoxie Miss Betty Ulsch 

Mr. H. Stuart Williamson 


Mr. Frank J. Baker 

Mr. R. P. Bickford 

Miss Margaret G. Bradbury 
Mrs. Painter Douglass 

Mr. Kenneth L. Edwards 
Mr. Stanley S. Fong 


Family Membership 


Mr. Robert D. Collyer Mr. Thomas W. Malim 
Mr. & Mrs. Armand S. Lever Mr. & Mrs. Robert Mathieson 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Reiss 


Contributing Membership 
Miss Nancy L. Nicholson 


Subscribing Membership 
Mr. W. S. Martin 


Student Membership 
Paul Lucey Jim Warner 
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